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MISSION: To develop lifelong learners and responsible citizens

100 Years 
1916-2016 

Como Park Elementary 

TRANSPORTATION 
REMINDER: If you need to change your 

child’s transportation, please call the school 
by 1:00pm.

Calendar: Upcoming Events
March 23, 24, 27 Conferences

March 22, 23, 24, 27, 28 Scholastic Book Fair
March 27 MCA II Prep Rally
March 28 - May 5 MCA II Testing Window - Como Park Elementary
April 3-7 Spring Break
April 13 Parent Academy
May 12 George Paitich “Buddy Bench" Dedication
May 26 Spring Arts Showcase
June 2 Como Carnival & 100th Anniversary Celebration
June 5 Awards Day

June 5 - 9 Field Activities Week 

Como Park Elementary 

1916

1 2

Como Park Elementary 

2016

Paw Bway Moo - (Grade 5, 2015-2016), Edited by Dr. Maxe 

Happy 100th Anniversary, Como Park Elementary! Como Park Elementary opened its 
doors to welcome students for the first time during the 1916 - 1917 school year. An African 
American architect, Clarence Wesley Wigington, designed our building. Originally, Como had only 
eight classrooms, including one kindergarten room which is now a pre-kindergarten room near 
the main entrance. The school had a big stage where students would perform plays and other 
activities. There was also a little office for the principal and one for the nurse. Look for upcoming 
exciting celebrations this spring!
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Letter From Our Principal,  
 Ms. Christine Vang 

Dear Families, 

Como Park Elementary is 100 years old this year! In 1916, when Como Park Elementary School first opened its doors for 
learning, there was another first: The first radio tuner was invented. Since then, there have been many other inventions and 
our Como Park students now have many more tools to use than the children of 1916. We still have chalkboards on the walls 
in some of our classrooms, but many have been replaced by Smartboards. Back in the day, children used slates (their own 
little chalkboards) and now our learners have their own iPads! Although Como has come a long way and experienced many 
changes, the wonderful representation of students, families, teachers and staff has remained. This year, we celebrate our 
continued excellence with many exciting events!

• Spring Parent - Teacher Conferences will take place at Como Park Elementary on March 23, 24, and 27. Conferences 
offer you the unique opportunity to sit down with your child’s teacher(s) and have a conversation about how they are 
developing as a student and a member of a community. Research supports the fact that your children do better in school 
when parents are involved in their academic lives. By attending conferences, you demonstrate your interest and investment 
in your child’s learning and you can offer the teacher important insights into your child. This partnership strengthens the 
bond between home and school. (Please see helpful conference tips on the next page.)

• MCA II Testing for grades 3 through 5 will begin on March 28 and continue on scheduled dates through May 5.

• We will dedicate a Buddy Bench for our school playground in memory of our good friend and colleague George Paitich on 
Friday, May 12. Please look for more information coming soon about the Buddy Bench and the event to celebrate George's 
life and friendship, #forthekids!

• Mark your calendars for a week of celebration, starting with our school Spring Arts Showcase event on Friday, May 26. 
You are invited to this event that will feature student talent at Como, with a program of singing and dance. After the program, 
you are invited to visit the Art Gallery of student work. This is the kickoff of a week of celebration that will end with our 
annual Como Carnival on June 2. The Como Carnival community event will begin the 100th Year Celebration at 5:00 p.m. 
and will continue through the evening with food and fun!  There will be special guests and dignitaries to help us celebrate. 
You will not want to miss it!

• On Monday, June 5, families are invited to Awards Day to recognize the special talents, skills, and abilities of all of our 
Como students. Look for more information about the schedule for your child's classroom recognition celebration.  
         
Thank you for all that you do daily to support your child’s learning. If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas as to how 
we can make Como a more dynamic place to learn, please let me know. It has been a great year so far, and we are looking 
forward to sharing these special events with you this spring.
          
Respectfully,
Christine Vang
Principal

Title One:
Como Park Elementary School receives federal Title One funds to supplement its annual budget and to support increased student 
achievement. Most of our Title One funds are spent for students who need extra help and for support staff who target improved 
learning and increased parental involvement, including:

• Reading Intervention Specialist
• Parent/Family Involvement Liaison
• Literacy Coach

Funds are also used to increase parental involvement and support to our families, including:
• parent meetings and events
• communication efforts and conferences
• support for increased participation in the Como community

Educational Excellence Through Equity
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MCA PLEDGE - CARDINAL COMMITMENT 

I believe in myself and my ability to do my best at all times.  

The MCA test will not define me, I will define the TEST! 

I will act in such a way that I will be proud of myself for the effort that I put 
forth and others will be proud of me, too. 

I will not waste this day because I have something to prove, and this day will 
never come again.  

The MCA test will not define me, I will define the TEST! 

I will act in such a way that I will be proud of myself for the effort that I put 
forth and others will be proud of me, too. 

I will not waste this day because I have something to prove, and this day will 
never come again. 
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 Assistant Principal, 
Ms. Mary Weyandt

Dear Families, 

In March, April and May, students across the State of 
Minnesota will be taking the Minnesota Comprehensive 
Assessment (MCA) tests for reading, math, and science. 
Our Como students in third, fourth, and fifth grades will be 
taking the tests on the dates listed below. Please check with 
your child’s teacher for additional information.  

• March 28, 29, 30 
• April 18, 19, 20 
• April 25, 26, 27 
• May - TBD 

On testing days, all students 
will be practicing their best 
behavior throughout the building to make sure that Como 
students do their best on the MCA tests! 

We will hold an MCA Pep Rally on Monday, March 27 at 2:00 
pm to get "fired up and ready to go!"  We will tell the story of 
The Tortoise and the Hare, to encourage students to take 
their time and never give up. At the pep rally, Principal Vang 
will be sharing test taking strategies and all of the students 
will recite the Como MCA Pledge. The test-taking tips and 
pledge are included below so you can encourage your 
children from home!   

Respectfully, 
  
Mary Weyandt 
Assistant Principal 

SPRING 
CONFERENCES 

• Thursday, March 23 (during the day for 
PreK and 3:30 - 7:30 pm for PreK-5) 

• Friday, March 24 (8:00am - 12:00pm) 
• Monday, March 27 (3:30 - 7:30 pm)   

All families have the right to a 20-minute conference, so please be on time and end 
on time.  

CONFERENCE TIPS! 
Here are some tips for successful conferences for all families:  

Before the Conference 
•  Ask your child how (s)he feels about school. 
•  Ask your child if there is anything that (s)he wants you to talk about with the 

teacher. 
•  Tell your child that you and the teacher are meeting to help. 
•  Make a list of topics that you want to talk about with the teacher. 
•  Prepare a list of questions such as: 

 1. What are my child's strongest and weakest subjects? 
 2. Does my child hand homework in on time? 
 3. Does my child participate in class? 
 4. Does my child seem happy at school? 
 5. What can I do at home to help? 

During the Conference 
•  Be on time (or early) for the meeting. 
•  End the meeting on time. Other parents will probably have a conference after 

yours. 
•  Relax and be yourself. 
•  Stay calm during the conference. 
•  Ask the most important questions first. 
•  If your child receives special services, ask about your child's progress in those 

classes. 
•  Ask for explanations of anything you don't understand. 
•  Ask your child's teacher for ways that you can help your child at home. 
•  Thank the teacher. 

After the Conference 
•  Talk about the conference with your child. 
•  Talk about the positive points, and be direct about problems. 
•  Tell your child about any plans you and the teacher created. 
•  Keep in touch with the teacher for the rest of the school year. 

We appreciate partnering with you to help your children learn and grow.  See you at 
conferences! 

MCA Test Taking Tips
  

Before the test: 
• Get a good night's sleep  
• Eat a healthy breakfast 
• Take a restroom break before the test 

During the test: 
• Be sure to follow the directions and read the 

test questions carefully. 
• Use good test-taking strategies 

• For Math- 
• Use your scratch paper 
• Listen to the question a couple of times 

• For Reading- 
• Read the title 
• Look for evidence and code the text to support your answer 

choice in the text 
• Reread when not sure of an answer 
• Go back into the text often to make sure you understand text 
• Remember sometimes you will have to compare two texts. 

You will have to re-read both texts more than once. 
• Eliminate answers that are obviously wrong  

• Do your best 

After the test: 
• Give yourself a pat on the back for doing your best job  
• Relax!
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Pre-Kindergarten Corner by Ms. Sherry, Ms. Mallory & Pre-K Team

This winter the students in Mrs. Sherry and Miss Mallory's class put on 
a play after reading the book The Mitten by Jan Brett.

Pre-Kindergarten Corner by Ms. Strohmeier & Pre-K Team
Attached is picture of my PreK class interviewing Ms. Wanda about 
her job. We also interview Ms. Taya in the cafeteria and Ms. Patty, the 
custodian. 

Kindergarten World by Ms. Maschke-Jordan, Ms. Carson, Ms. Burton & 
Kindergarten Team

Kindergarteners have been writing “how to” books. These books teach 
the reader how to do something they know. Kindergarteners had a great 
time  writing  how to  get  dressed  in  winter  clothes,  how to  make  a 
snowman, how to make a gingerbread house, and how to make a pizza. 
We ended the unit by learning how to make a real pizza. Thank you to 
Toppers pizza for coming into the classrooms to do the demonstration! 
Kindergarten families, please mark you calendars and join us for our 
Kindergarten  Musical,  The  Wide-Mouthed  Frog,  on  April 28  at 
1:30pm! 

First Grade Happenings by Ms. Vue & First Grade Team

First  graders  have  been  reading  and  learning  about  spiders  and  their 
characteristics, habitats, and ways of living. We are making projects and 
using the SeeSaw app on our iPads to share what we are learning about 
spiders.  Stop  by  to  see  our  large  spider  web display  on  the  back  hall 
courtyard window! Next, we will be learning about the butterfly life-cycle. 
We will observe how real larvae change into butterflies. We will release 
them once they have changed into butterflies.  

Second Grade Updates by Ms. Snyder & Second Grade Team

It has been a busy winter in second grade. We have been learning about two-
digit addition and subtraction, and 2-D and 3-D shapes in math. In Reader’s 
Workshop  and  Writer’s  Workshop,  we  have  been  working  on  book 
reviews,  and  persuasion  and  opinion  writing.  Please  scan  the  “QR 
Codes” displayed near our rooms to hear a 2nd grade book review.
Our classes visited the Como Zoo and Conservatory and learned about 
plant  life-cycles.  We will  be  writing  about  different  plant  life-cycles 
during our next writing research. We also took a field trip to watch the 
ballet  of  Pippi  Longstocking  in  early  March  at  the  O’Shaughnessy 
Auditorium.

PRE-KINDERGARTEN

1ST GRADE

2ND GRADE

1

2

Pre-
K

KINDERGARTEN

K

TEAM UPDATES
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Third Grade Zoo Field Trip by Ms. Jennrich & Third Grade Team

On Friday, January 6, 2017, all third grade classrooms participated in 
a field trip to the Minnesota Zoo. The day was filled with observing 
animals  in  their  natural  habitats.  Students  watched  the  penguin 
feeding and some students went to the bird show. Each class attended 
a classroom lesson on the subject of "Inherited vs. Acquired traits". 
Lunch at the MN Zoo was fun, too! 

Fourth Grade Team Building by Ms. Gardner & Fourth Grade Team

Fourth  graders  had  an  awesome  field  trip  to  the  University  of 
Minnesota  to  see  physics  demonstrations  about  gravity,  force,  and 
velocity.  We  saw  explosions  and  fireworks!  The  Bakken  Museum 
visited us at Como to talk about energy, renewable resources, and “The 
War Between the Currents” (Edison vs. Tesla). We saw the Tesla coil 
emit lightning sparks! We were lucky to have The Works Museum and 
Boston Scientific engineers visit Como to help us make electronic fans. 
Maybe you felt a breeze from one of these creations!

We  are  studying  Fractions  in  Math.  Your  student  could  practice  using 
fractions in recipes at  home. We are working on research projects  about 
Dakota and Ojibwe peoples. Ask us what we have learned!

Fifth Grade Academic Field Trips by Ms. Dudeck & Fifth Grade 
Team

Our first ever overnight at Camp St. Croix was a huge success for 
our  students  this  year.  The  students  had  the  opportunity  to 
experience a night away from their loved ones with their teachers 
and  peers.  Students  set  the  tables  for  dinner,  helped  clean  up 
afterwards and filled their stomachs with lots of good things.

There were three learning activities students participated in.  In 
outdoor survival, students built their own forts in the snow and 
discovered what materials are needed in order to survive alone 
outside for 24 hours. Cross country skiing was funny and great 
for the students because they fell a lot, but got right back up and 
forged  on.  The  Riverwalk,  also  known  as  "suicide  hill", 
challenged students and staff because it was a steep mile hike down 
to the St. Croix River in three feet of snow. There, students learned about the river 
and how ice forms on it. In the evening, students all gathered together and learned 
about wolves, then ate s'mores before heading back to their cabins for the night. 
With their cabin group, students played games, took showers and woke up fresh 
and rested. It was a wonderful learning experience for all! 
 

5TH GRADE 

5

4TH GRADE

3RD GRADE 

3

4

TEAM UPDATES
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English 
Language 
Learners 
(ELL)
by Ms. Gustafson 

Building Literacy for 
English Language Learners

Building literacy means much more than simply teaching 
vocabulary.  Supporting literacy in the student’s first language 
is very helpful, as students will transfer what they know about 
one language to another.  For example, understanding the 
concept that symbols represent sounds, that combined sounds 
make words, and that combined words convey ideas is central 
to literacy in any language.  Often, it is the combination of 
words that can be key to conveying ideas.  Recently, some 
students were reading about Amelia Earhart, the legendary 
pilot, and came across the phrases, ‘taking risks’ and ‘taking 
flight.’  Not only do these phrases use the word ‘taking’ 
differently, but they both convey different meanings from the 
meaning of the phrase, ‘taking a pencil.’  Teaching the 
vocabulary word ‘take’ alone, without context and apart from 
the following words, would not have made these meanings 
clear.

Also key to building literacy for ELL students is to develop 
skills in speaking and listening.  As students develop these 
skills, they are building vocabulary and syntax, forming 
meaningful sentences, and engaging with the language in 
purposeful ways.  In some classes recently, we held debates 
arguing about school start times and school uniforms.  The 
students were using and developing language in meaningful 
ways to convey important ideas.  As they build skills in 
speaking and listening, students are also learning the sounds 
and sound combinations embedded in the language, paving 
the way for reading skills to develop.  As students make 
connections between the language they speak and the 
language they read, literacy grows.  Again, making these 
connections in their first language supports learning for their 
second, and third languages!
----------------------------------------------------------------------------
My Child Speaks another Language, How Do I Help?  

10 Ways to Help by Ms. Ristau 
1) Read to your child. If you do not read in English, read in your 
first language.
2) Have your child repeat what you say in English or in your first 
language.
3) Have your child label the items they know in your house.
4) Have your child tell you the time.
5) Have your child read labels on food items.
6) In a car, have your child find letters from A-Z as seen on 
billboards, license plates, or road signs.
7) In a car, have your child count all the red cars they see. 
8) Have your child add up the values of the coins in your pocket 
or purse.
9) Find some old magazines to cut letters out to make words.
10) Sing songs with your child, or have them sing to you!

TEAM UPDATES

What is an IEP?  
by Ms. Davis

An IEP is an “Individualized 
Education Program” that is 
written every year for a child 
that has qualified for special 
education services. The IEP is written by a team 
that includes the parent, special education professionals, and 
a district representative. The IEP describes a child’s 
strengths and current skills, what skills will be worked on 
during a school year, the services that the child will receives 
and other help such as transportation, adjustments in the 
classroom, etc. that will be provided to the child. 

As part of the IEP team, it is important as a parent to 
discuss your child’s strengths and abilities as well as share 
your concerns regarding your child. The parent must 
agree with what is in the IEP before school staff can 
carry out the IEP. 

Special Education 
Programming 
at Como Park 

by Ms. Davis

Como Park offers a variety of special 
education programs to meet the needs of our diverse 
students.  We have self-contained Autism Spectrum 
Disorder (ASD) and Developmental Cognitive 
Disabilities (DCD) classrooms in which students spend 
a majority of their day in the special education 
classroom, while often joining their general education 
peers for various parts of their day.  We also offer 
resource room settings in Specific Learning Disabilities 
(SLD), Emotional or Behavioral Disorders (EBD), DCD, 
and ASD.  Students in these programs spend a 
majority of their day in the general education 
classroom and are provided services throughout the 
day to meet their academic, social/emotional, and 
other needs.  Our special education teachers 
participate in co-teaching, which means they teach 
lessons alongside the general education teachers to 
provide unique opportunities for our students.  Our 
Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) program 
prepares our students with the skills needed to have a 
successful school career.
We offer Music Therapy, Developmental Adaptive 
Physical Education (DAPE), Occupational Therapy 
(OT), Physical Therapy (PT), social work, and more to 
meet the needs of each individual student.
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NEWS FROM THE GYM

            by Mr. Magill 
It is a great opportunity to be around your 
children each day as the physical education 
teacher at Como. Explore further options for 
keeping your child active outside of school by 
calling the numbers below!

Free activities for being physically active outside 
of school:

• North Dale Rec Center:  1414 North St. Albans 
Street, Saint Paul, MN 55117          651-558-2329

• Parent and Tot Play Time Ages: birth through 
5 years  

M, W, Th 
9am - 12pm 
Jan 2 - 2017 through Mar 30 2017

• Northwest Como Rec Center: 1550 North Hamline Avenue, Saint Paul, MN 
55108          651-558-2246

• Family Open Gym all  
Sundays  
3pm - 5pm 
8-Jan-2017 through 26-Mar-2017

• Power Up Fitness Ages: 7y - 17y 
Wednesday  
3:30pm - 4pm 
18-Jan-17 through 22-Feb-17

• Rice Rec Center: 1021 Marion Street, Saint Paul, MN 55117          
651-558-2394

• Teen Zone Open Dance Room  
Ages: 12y - 17y  
Wednesdays  
4pm - 8pm 
4-Jan-17 - 14-Jun-17

• Tot Time 
Ages: 0y - 5y  
Fridays  
10am - 12pm 
13-Jan-17 through 9-Jun-17

• McDonough Rec Center: 1544 Timberlake Road, Saint Paul, MN 55117

• Breakdance  
Ages: 13y - 17y  
Tuesdays  
6pm - 8:45pm 
3-Jan-17 through 30-May-17

• Team Soccer  
Ages: 13y - 17y  
Tuesdays and Thursdays  
4pm - 6pm 
3-Jan-17 through 30-May-17

• Teen Open Gym 
Ages: 13y - 17y  
M, T, W, Th, F  
6pm - 8:45pm 
9-Jan-17 through 22-May-17

Dance 
by Ms. Stewart

We were so fortunate to have Alternative 
Motion Project (AMP) back with us again this 
year.  Teaching artists provided fun filled dance 
classes to our students over two weeks in 
February. The 4th and 5th grade classes will 
travel to the LAB theater on March 31 to enjoy 
a performance by AMP.

Do you want to know more information about 
dance class at COMO?  Check out the new 
website for updates and upcoming events: 
 comodance.weebly.com

Music
by Ms. Reeve

The Como School Choir began in early January. There are 

33 choir members at this point. We have been working on 

three songs: A Hebrew folksong/gathering song, an African 

American spiritual with American Sign Language, and the 

Como School song. We performed at an open rehearsal for 

visiting parents on Parent Involvement Day, Feb. 13.
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Middle School Transition
From our Social Worker and Counselor 

Ms. Pat Merchant and Ms. Lee 

Ah, middle school! Though your child may barely be entering puberty and may still be a pre-teen, the transition 
to middle school is a big step on the road to maturity. A big, scary step. Your child will be both excited and 
afraid. Researchers have found that students anticipating the move to middle school worry about three aspects of 
the change: logistical, social, and academic. Your child with learning or attention difficulties shares the same 
worries as their peers, and may be afraid the change will be even harder for them.  
Here are some suggestions to help ease in the transition.  

• Accompany your child on campus tours and orientations offered to parents and incoming students. The 
better you understand the school layout and rules, the more you can help your child.  

• Buy your child a lock for his/her locker several weeks before school starts to give them plenty of time to practice opening and 
closing it.   

• Encourage your child to join sports teams, clubs, or other extracurricular activities.  
• If your child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), meet with the middle school IEP team no later than the spring 

before your child enters the new school.  
• Stay connected to your child’s school work. Try to teach your student to work more independently while supporting them enough 

to give them confidence.
(Source: Taken from GreatSchools Staff/ June 10, 2016) 

HEALTH TIPS FROM OUR NURSE
Ms. Maniaci & Ms. Stadum

Just a reminder... 
When should you keep your child home from school due to illness? 
• Keep your child home if he or she:

• has a fever of 100 degrees or more, today or yesterday
• has vomited or had diarrhea during the night or in the morning
• has a rash that may be caused by a disease or unknown 

cause
Ordinarily we want students to be in school even if they seem a 
little tired or irritable in the morning as long as they do not have any 
of the signs or symptoms listed above.  As always, hand washing 
is the best way to prevent colds and the flu from spreading!

From the 
Cafeteria 

by Miriam Lender

A big shout out to all of the students taking their fruits and 
veggies. It makes my job easier and the lines go faster!

Parent Academy Seminar #2

Date: Thursday, April 13, 2017
Title: The Importance of Literacy: From
               Elementary to College (114)

Where:  Como Park Elementary
780 W Wheelock Pkwy. 
St. Paul, MN 55117

Dinner:    5:30-6:00pm
Seminar: 6:00-7:45pm  

Parent Academy Seminars are FREE to all SPPS families. 
(Available in English, Karen, and Somali.) A light meal and 
childcare will be provided to families.

To register, please contact:
Judy Paitich

Phone: 651-293-8820
Email: judy.paitich@spps.org

Online Registration:
www.spps.org/engagement

Sponsored by the Office of Family Engagement and Community 
Partnerships

Website: www.spps.org/engagement
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FROM THE PLANETARIUM 
Visit Como Planetarium with your family 
and friends!  

Upcoming events:
Public Programs - Most Tuesdays throughout 
the school year
Laser Shows - May 15th through May 19th
Star Party - Thursday, June 1st
For More Information: 
http://www.spps.org/planetarium
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pw_34eAtxBs

TEAM UPDATES
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Scholastic Book Fair - March 22 - 28 
Coming Soon to Como Park Elementary!

from Ms. Noble-Olson

You are invited to visit our Scholastic Book Fair 
and see all of the great books! 

Book Fair Dates and Hours:
March 22 8:15 am – 8:40 am (with pass from teacher)

March 23  8:15 am – 8:40 am  (with pass from teacher)
              and 3:30 pm – 7:15 pm during teacher/family conferences

March 24   8:00 am – 12:00 pm – during teacher/family conferences

March 27   8:15 am – 8:40 am  (with pass from teacher)
                                          and 3:30 pm – 7:15 pm during teacher/family conferences

March 28   8:15 am – 8:40 am (with pass from teacher)
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